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me in congratulating Mr. Brown on his 
retirement, and I give my deepest ap-
preciation for all he has done to make 
Nevada a safer place. I offer him my 
best wishes for many successful and 
fulfilling years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROSSI RALENKOTTER 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Rossi Ralenkotter for 
his hard work and dedication to the 
State of Nevada. I would also like to 
congratulate him on his induction into 
the Nevada Business Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Ralenkotter has gone above and be-
yond in his role with the Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority, 
LVCVA, contributing greatly to the 
touristic success of our great State. 

Mr. Ralenkotter earned his bachelor 
of science in marketing from Arizona 
State University in 1969 and obtained 
his master’s degree in business admin-
istration from the University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas in 1971. Prior to work-
ing with LVCVA, Mr. Ralenkotter 
served as a first lieutenant in the U.S. 
Air Force with the 468th Medical Serv-
ice Flight. No words can adequately 
thank him for his service and sacrifices 
in protecting our freedoms. 

He began his career with LVCVA 
more than 40 years ago, starting his 
lengthy tenure as a research analyst. 
From there, Mr. Ralenkotter worked 
diligently, ascending the chain to the 
very top. He was named the authority’s 
executive vice president and senior 
vice president of marketing before tak-
ing the role of president and CEO in 
2004. As president and CEO, Mr. 
Ralenkotter launched the LVCVA’s 
‘‘What happens here, stays here’’ 
branding campaign, one of the most 
successful in Nevada tourism history. 

He also spearheaded the Las Vegas 
Convention Center District project, 
further expanding the convention cen-
ter and increasing Las Vegas’s reputa-
tion as the leading business destination 
in the world. He is truly a role model 
to the local business community, going 
above and beyond to grow Nevada tour-
ism. As our State continues to flourish 
as one of the Nation’s top destinations, 
I remain committed to introducing new 
policies and strengthening existing 
ones that positively affect Nevada 
tourism. I am grateful to have allies 
like Mr. Ralenkotter working toward a 
similar goal. 

Over the past decade, Mr. 
Ralenkotter has been recognized for his 
efforts. He was named Co-Brand Mar-
keter of the Year in 2004 by Brandweek 
Magazine, as one of the 25 Most Influ-
ential People in the Meetings Industry 
by Meeting News in 2005, and as Em-
ployer of the Year by the Employee 
Service Management Association in 
2006. He was also recognized by the 
International Association of Exhibi-
tions and Events with the Pinnacle 
Award, as well as being inducted into 
both the U.S. Travel’s Hall of Leaders 
and the Destination Marketing Asso-
ciation International Hall of Fame in 

2014. These awards are given to those 
individuals who have gone to great 
lengths to grow business and tourism 
in their communities, and without a 
doubt, Mr. Ralenkotter’s efforts merit 
each one of these prestigious awards. 

For the last 40 years, Mr. 
Ralenkotter has demonstrated an un-
wavering commitment to growing Ne-
vada’s tourism industry and further es-
tablishing its prestige. The State of 
Nevada is fortunate to have someone of 
such commitment working towards 
these goals. Today I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating 
Mr. Ralenkotter on his induction into 
the Nevada Business Hall of Fame, and 
I wish him well as he continues in his 
efforts for the Silver State.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 6:40 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

S. 1172. An act to improve the process of 
presidential transition. 

S. 1580. An act to allow additional appoint-
ing authorities to select individuals from 
competitive service certificates. 

S. 1826. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
99 West 2nd Street in Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin, as the Lieutenant Colonel James 
‘‘Maggie’’ Megellas Post Office. 

H.R. 1755. An act to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the congressional charter of the Disabled 
American Veterans. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4674. A communication from the Board 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Farm 
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Margin and Capital Requirements for Cov-
ered Swap Entities’’ (RIN3052–AC69) received 
in the Office of the President pro tempore of 
the Senate; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–4675. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator of the Livestock, Poultry and 

Seed Program, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Livestock Mandatory Reporting: Re-
vision of Lamb Reporting Requirements’’ 
((RIN0581–AD46) (Docket No. AMS–LPS–15– 
0071)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on March 9, 2016; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–4676. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Pistachios Grown in California, Ar-
izona, and New Mexico; Increased Assess-
ment Rate’’ (Docket No. AMS–FV–15–0038) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 9, 2016; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–4677. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Domestic Dates Produced or 
Packed in Riverside County, California; De-
creased Assessment Rate’’ (Docket No. AMS– 
FV–15–0034) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on March 9, 2016; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–4678. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management 
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Manpower and Reserve Affairs), 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 8, 2016; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–4679. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management 
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Energy, Installations and Envi-
ronment), received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 8, 2016; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4680. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management 
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Energy, Installations and Envi-
ronment), received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 8, 2016; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4681. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Updated 
Legal Authority Citations for 15 CFR Chap-
ter VII’’ (RIN0694–AG84) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on March 
8, 2016; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4682. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to Iran 
that was declared in Executive Order 12957 
on March 15, 1995; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4683. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management 
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Manpower and Reserve Affairs), 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 8, 2016; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–4684. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
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report of a rule entitled ‘‘Determination of 
Housing Cost Amounts Eligible for Exclusion 
or Deduction for 2016’’ (Notice 2016–21) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 9, 2016; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC–4685. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Consistent Basis 
Reporting Between Estate and Person Ac-
quiring Property From Decedent’’ ((RIN1545– 
BM98) (TD 9757)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on March 9, 2016; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4686. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Modification of 
Rev. Rul. 2005–3’’ (Rev. Rul. 2016–8) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on March 9, 2016; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–4687. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Utility Allowances 
Submetering’’ ((RIN1545–BI91) (TD 9755)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 9, 2016; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC–4688. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Regulations under 
IRC Section 7430 Relating to Awards of Ad-
ministrative Costs and Attorneys’ Fees’’ 
((RIN1545–BX46) (TD 9756)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on March 
9, 2016; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4689. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Pharmaceutical Science and 
Clinical Pharmacology Advisory Com-
mittee’’ (Docket No. FDA–2016–N–0001) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 9, 2016; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4690. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–323, ‘‘Chancellor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Public Schools Salary and 
Benefits Approval Temporary Amendment 
Act of 2016’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4691. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Office of Proceedings, Surface 
Transportation Board, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Information Re-
quired in Notices and Petitions Containing 
Interchange Commitments’’ (RIN2140–AB13) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 9, 2016; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4692. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, Office of the General 
Counsel, Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Toys: Determination 
Regarding Heavy Elements for Unfinished 
and Untreated Wood’’ (CPSC Docket No. 
CPSC–2011–0081) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on March 9, 2016; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–4693. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, Office of the General 
Counsel, Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-

port of a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment to Clar-
ify When Component Part Testing Can Be 
Used and Which Textile Products Have Been 
Determined Not To Exceed the Allowable 
Lead Content Limits; Delay of Effective 
Date and Reopening of Comment Period’’ 
(CPSC Docket No. CPSC–2011–0081) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on March 9, 2016; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4694. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–324, ‘‘Protecting Pregnant 
Workers Fairness Temporary Amendment 
Act of 2016’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4695. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–325, ‘‘Marion S. Barry Sum-
mer Youth Employment Expansion Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2016’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 742. A bill to appropriately limit the au-
thority to award bonuses to employees 
(Rept. No. 114–226). 

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments: 

S. 1638. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to submit to Congress in-
formation on the Department of Homeland 
Security headquarters consolidation project 
in the National Capital Region, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 114–227). 

By Mr. ALEXANDER, from the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 2055. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act and the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act with respect to national health 
security. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. PORTMAN, 
and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 2671. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to establish rules for 
payment for graduate medical education 
(GME) costs for hospitals that establish a 
new medical residency training program 
after hosting resident rotators for short du-
rations; to the Committee on Finance . 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
KING): 

S. 2672. A bill to reauthorize the program 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs under 
which the Secretary of Veterans Affairs pro-
vides health services to veterans through 
qualifying non-Department health care pro-
viders; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. BALDWIN: 
S. 2673. A bill to amend the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act and the Safe Drinking 
Water Act to accelerate the development and 

deployment of innovative water tech-
nologies; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 2674. A bill to authorize the President to 

provide major disaster assistance for lead 
contamination of drinking water from public 
water systems; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 2675. A bill to provide for the adjustment 
of the debts of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, and 
Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 2676. A bill to provide for the adjustment 
of the debts of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, and Mr. KING): 

S. Res. 398. A resolution designating March 
15, 2016, as ‘‘National Speech and Debate 
Education Day’’ ; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. SASSE: 
S. Con. Res. 33. A concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the sense of Congress that those 
who commit or support atrocities against 
Christians and other ethnic and religious mi-
norities, including Yezidis, Turkmen, Sabea- 
Mandeans, Kaka’e, and Kurds, and who tar-
get them specifically for ethnic or religious 
reasons, are committing, and are hereby de-
clared to be committing, ‘‘war crimes’’ , 
‘‘crimes against humanity’’ , and ‘‘genocide’’ 
; to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 337 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 337, a bill to improve the Freedom 
of Information Act. 

S. 681 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 681, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to clarify presump-
tions relating to the exposure of cer-
tain veterans who served in the vicin-
ity of the Republic of Vietnam, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 683 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 683, a bill to extend the principle 
of federalism to State drug policy, pro-
vide access to medical marijuana, and 
enable research into the medicinal 
properties of marijuana. 

S. 804 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 804, a bill to amend title XVIII 
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